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I used to annoy my philosophy professor, Dr. David Dumas.  An ex-

Presbyterian pastor, he would puff on his pipe with aromatic tobacco smoke 

curling around his head, and he’d say, “Today we will start a section on the 

epistemology of the Oriental philosophy of Taoism.  The yin and the yang.  

There is no here without a there.  There is no day without night, no right 

without wrong.  We define our experience through contrast.”  So I’d raise 

my hand.  “Yes, Jim?”  I’d say, “I understand, and yet I don’t.” 
 

In the interest of accurate language, I always flinch when I hear 

someone use the word, ‘decimate’, to mean a total wipe out, as in “The 

Sioux decimated Custer’s troops.”  The word actually comes from the Latin 

and the action from the Roman legions.  When someone in an occupied 

province defied the governor or killed a soldier, they would hold a lottery 

and kill every tenth person and so decimate the local population as an object 

lesson. The Jews in World War II Europe, weren’t decimated.  They should 

have been so lucky.  They were wiped out.  We’re not being decimated by 

cancer. The odds are worse than that, like one in five or so.  Actually deci-

mation is a merciful practice when compared to current standards of our in-

humanity to humankind. 
 

The anniversary of the death of Elvis is coming in August. If he were 

alive, he would be 82 years of age. We were chatting about where we were 

when Elvis died.     
… /// ... 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   “SUMMERTIME SNIPPETS” 
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  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Summertime Snippets” 

 In the process of the conversation, my rural upbringing kind of 

slipped out and I said, “I’d really like a velvet picture of Elvis’s Last Supper 

for our breakfast nook.”  A good Lutheran lady was there who indignantly 

retorted, “You can make fun of Jesus, but leave the King out of it.” 
 

A spot announcement here:  Next month’s meetings of The Clair-

voyant’s Society have been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances. 
 

When they were much younger we went shopping with our boys.  

They wanted some Jurassic Park action figures since they couldn’t get a real 

dinosaur.  So naturally we went to the bookstore, and I took them to the ref-

erence section.  I told them, “This is exactly what you need,” as I pointed 

out a very nice Thesaurus to them.  “This is a tiny prehistoric creature, who 

often used flowery language to extricate himself from potentially life-

threatening situations.” “Hey, you rancorous behemoth up there! Your 

Brobdingnagian incisors are vainglorious!!” Apparently that wasn’t exactly 

what they had in mind. 
 

I think that we need a Dictionary of Euphemisms and over-used fad 

words.  Some of them could be pretty creative, in the way that they smooth 

over the harsh realities of life.  Having a list of them for certain events in 

life would be helpful.  For instance, how else could we handle the nasty old 

8-letter R-word, ‘recession’?  Well, it’s “a great time to try 99 Cent store 

generic cola”, “our little national problem”, “a wonderful new lifestyle 

downscaling opportunity”, and “a little something for you ‘30s nostalgia 

buffs.”  Is that substantive enough?  I hope it is not too presumptive.  Slav-

ery of speech puts me in high dudgeon. 
 

Western societies have been on a decentralizing bender for 500 

years, concluding that the earth is not the center of the universe and human-

kind are not the beloved of God. We have moved ourselves out of favor to-

ward the edge of a backwater galaxy on an infinitesimal mote of a planet, 

when a real primary fact is that the most richly organized material in the 

known universe is the human cerebral cortex, and the densest and richest 

experience in the universe is the experience that you are having right now.  
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 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Summertime Snippets” 

That’s enough to prove to me that God loves us all and the universe 

is the most amazing gift ever. 
 

Every once in a while, global warming and the ozone layer briefly 

take center stage as a news topic.  I think that we fail to take into considera-

tion the impact of the natural world on weather fluctuations and ozone layer 

variations.  Termites and ants are the Apex Polluters on the planet with their 

combined gastric gases, but when Mt. Pinatubo in the Philippines erupted it 

spewed out more than a 1000 times the amount of ozone-depleting chemicals 

in one eruption than all the fluorocarbons manufactured by all of the wicked, 

diabolical and insensitive corporations in history.  What is neat is that volca-

noes have been doing this dastardly stuff for over 4 billion years and we still 

have a fairly healthy ozone layer.  It amazes me and makes me feel very 

privileged to know that God’s cosmic repair system works just fine. 
 

Finally, we are precisely as big as what we love, and precisely as 

small as what we allow to annoy us. 
 

See you in worship……………………… Bergy   

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 

JULY 17, 2016 
 

at 11:30 a.m. —Annex 
 

Ann Larson 

AIDED BY 

some walking canes, eleven guys and eight gals met – separately – at      

Mytiburger for their 03 June breakfasts.  While fellowship and food were 

important for all, the men also benefited from John Wenger’s excellent    

devotion, FEAR and LOVE. 
   

It was a good way to begin the sixth month of 2016.    
          Calvin  
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We've packed Spectacular Summer Sundays  

into July and August! 
 
  

July 3, will feature patr iotic sacred music followed by a hot dog lunch 

provided by Men's Breakfast (free will donation to offset their expens-

es).  Please sign up to bring a side dish, hot dog topping or dessert.  Dignity 

Gospel Quartet will be with us in worship on July 17, and the AO1 Band 

will lead and sing on July 24.  
  

The Harbor Light Choir will visit on August 14.  All these groups have been 

with us in the past so we know you'll enjoy their music and leading worship. 

We hope their visit will  inspire you to worship God more fully and more 

widely yet love and appreciate our traditional worship. 

Cathy Elijah 

SPRINGFEST CRAFTSHOW  
 

We are beginning the countdown to our Springfest Craftshow, which will be 

held Saturday, March 25, 2017.  
 

There will be a meeting July 11, at 10:30 to discuss organization of the dif-

ferent facets of the show.  
 

If you would like to help with the advertising, hospitality, or other areas that 

need assistance, please join us. By getting started now, with your help, we 

can have a very successful Springfest. 

 Wendy Lambeth 

JUDY HOLTAN’S NEW GRANDSON 
 

Rene: Haven Siebels, Judy Holtan's daughter, gave birth to a boy on June 9, 

2016. He is named Cash Ryan Siebels who was 7lbs 9oz and 19.5" long and 

was born in Austin. Mom and baby are in good health and both are doing 

well.   

Ted Flick  
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Friendship Club will be hosted by Lucy Candler (713-460-2023) and Pat 

Curran (832-814-6574) July 16, 2016. We will be meeting at Collina's 

Italian Cafe located at 8800 Katy Frwy (77024). Please plan to gather 

around 5pm. If you plan to attend, please call Lucy or Pat - they will 

need a count so the Cafe knows how many to expect. Hope to see you 

there! 
 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB  —  SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 October 22  — Octoberfest at First Lutheran Church in 

            Galveston.    

Nancy Beamesderfer 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club is making plans to attend "Opry in Humble"                 

August 12, 2016.   
 

A precinct bus has been reserved but there must be 15 riders for the bus 

to roll. Our favorite entertainer, Michael Hix will be performing again 

this year. Tickets to the show are $15.00 (bus ride is free) and food can be 

purchased at the event.  
 

Please contact Madelyn Price (713-462-3682) ASAP to reserve your seat 

on the bus.  Note:  The bus will leave Holy Cross no later than 4:30 p.m. 
 

 

HAPPY 4th OF JULY! 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MAY 22, 2016 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Ann Larson at 11:35 

a.m. on Sunday, May 22, 2016.  Pastor Berggren opened the meeting 

with a prayer.    
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Ann Larson, Bettie Baring, 

Jay Byerly, David Garwick, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye Raschke, Wayne 

Schaper, Warren Schick and Fredda Yurk.  Pastor Jhon Arroyave, 

Karen Davidson and Ernesto Lopez did not attend.  
 

The minutes from the April Council meeting were unanimously     

approved and were submitted to CrossTies and the Website for publi-

cation. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper.   He report-

ed that although contributions are down from 2015, Holy Cross is 

still ok financially, with a checking account balance of $131,888.  

Pat Boessling reported that the Mission Endowment Fund balance is 

$847.  Mr. Schaper was able to negotiate the church insurance premi-

um, which is due on June 1st, to $21,500 (down from $40,000).  The 

Treasurer’s Report was unanimously approved as presented.   
 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 

Pastor Berggren reported that graduation for the PreKindergarten 

class of the Early Learning Center is Friday, May 27 th.   He noted 

that there were no funerals or weddings in the past month.  
 

Pastor Berggren reported that he, Pastor Arroyave and AiM Karen 

Davidson attended the Synod Assembly  this month (May 19-21).  He 

particularly enjoyed the speaker from Jamaica, but otherwise found 

the Assembly notable in that there were no motions introduced and 

nothing much to debate. 
 

Old Business and Committee Reports: 

Council revisited “opening up” procedures before Sunday services.   
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… /// ... 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — May 22, 2016 

Ann Larson is acting as liaison to Gloria McGarvey, who has some-

one in mind to help out and will work on teaching them the routine.  
 

Bettie Baring updated Council on WELCA activities. The 2016 

WELCA Annual Meeting was held on May 7 th, and new officers were 

elected for the 2016-2017 year: 
 

 Convener:  Penny Schick,  

 Secretary:  Tillie Remmert, Treasurer:  Wendy Lambeth  

      Circle Liaisons:  Laverne Pivonka  and  Norma Berg,                       

 Historian:  Kay Vaccaro 

      Nominating Committee:  Nancy Beamesderfer, Pat Curran,          

           Bernice Rogge 
 

The HCLC Annual Rummage Sale will be held the first Saturday in 

October (October 1st), instead of the usual Friday and Saturday 

event. Ongoing WELCA projects include support of the Krause 

House in Katy, the Westside Homeless ministry, and the Seafarers’ 

toiletry packages for the holidays, as well as continuing to provide 

“Welcome” cups and water bottles for HCLC visitors.  The 2 nd annu-

al Craft Sale is planned for Saturday, March 25, 2017.  
 

The Crafty Ladies group continues to meet monthly and has request-

ed December 11, 2016 to be set aside for their holiday craft sale.  
 

Warren Schick reminded Council that a church work day is sched-

uled for May 28 th .  Among the projects to be tackled: fixing the door 

on the left side of the sanctuary and working on the rusty door in the 

hall across from the Adult Forum classroom.  Also, HCLC is in the 

final stages of a gas leak inspection process.  
 

The fall date for Early Learning Center Recognition Sunday has not 

yet been determined. 
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New Business: 
 

Ann Larson found new technicians to run the Power Point presentation 

for the 9:30 a.m. service, two teenage brothers who live in the area.  They 

will begin on May 29th. 
 

A projector problem with the Power Point presentation was brought up 

for discussion.  One of the projectors has been intermittently malfunc-

tioning.   This system, which is hard wired, was installed in 2002, and is 

now considered antiquated.  Bettye Raschke has done some preliminary 

research with Pete Yoder, and they determined that to replace the projec-

tor with similar technology is a costly endeavor (~$10,000).  However, 

wireless technology would cost much less.  Warren Schick thought that 

wireless technology would not mesh with our current sound board.  There 

was discussion on funding this project, but since the problem is currently 

intermittent, and since it only involves one of the two projectors, there is 

time to research this further.  
 

Wayne Schaper reported that a large tree on the church property by 

Glourie Drive fell over during the recent storms; removal of the tree was 

$450.    
 

A new member brought up a potentially confusing problem to Bettye 

Raschke regarding the wood HCLC sign in the back parking lot.  It was 

moved to this location when the electronic sign was installed at the Wirt/

Westview corner of the church property. However, the wood sign has the 

old (earlier) Sunday service times, which could be confusing to visitors 

and new members.  Wayne Schaper added that the edge of the sign is rot-

ting and will need to be shored up.  Council agreed to see about repairing 

sign and removing the incorrect information.  
  

The next Council meeting will be on Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 11:30 a.m. 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  Julie Kilkenny 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — May 22, 2016 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact Ann Larson so that the list can be corrected.   
 

Ann Larson (713) 957-0972  email: larson.berg@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

02    Elias Escamilla 

03    Roselain Larson 

        Nancy Beamesderfer 

04    Gordon Tinker 

07    Chris Wignes    

        Yedith Gomez 

08    Meredith Schomburg 

        Christopher Lambeth 

09    Laura Ruthstrom 

11    Jessica Latigo     

12    Calvin Remmert 

        Ashley Aleman       

        Lissett Hernández 

15    Angélica Samano 

16    Gloria McGarvey 

17    Vicenta Yáñez 

18    María Villegas 

        Giselle Díaz 

20    Betty Firth 

24    Ilda Torres 

        Carmela Navarro 

26    Jessica Villegas 

27    Antonio Díaz 

28    Julie Kilkenny 

29    Irene Meyer 

31    Loy Dell Kaltwasser 

        Vernon Thielemann 

        Janett Navarro 

COOK, SUZAN 

  63 Ivy Lane 

  Debary, FL 32713 
 

  (281) 701-8681 

GUILFOYLE, GLORIA 

  5317 New Copeland Rd. 

  Apt. # 20 
 

  Tyler, TX  75703 
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DATE 

 

 

1st READING 

 

 

PSALM 

 

 

2nd READING 

 

 

GOSPEL 

 

07/03/2016 

 

Isaiah   

66:10-14 

 

 

66:1-9 

 
 

Galatians  

6:[1-6] 7-16 

 

 

Luke 10:1-11 

 

07/10/2016 

 

Deuteronomy   

30:9-14 

 

 

25:1-10 

 

Colossians  

1:1-14 

 

 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

07/17/2016 

 

Genesis  

18:1-10a 

 

 

15 

 

Colossians 

1:15-28 

 

 

Luke 10-:38-42 

 

07/24/2016 

 

Genesis  

18:20-32 

 

 

138 

 

Colossians  

2:6-15 [16-19] 

 
 
 

 

Luke 11:1-13 

 

07/31/2016 
Ecclesiastes  

1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

 

49:1-12 
 

Colossians 

3:1-11 

 

Luke 12:13-21 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
 

JULY 2016 

MAM’S BACK TO SCHOOL 

SPONSOR A CHILD 
 

Please assist in sponsoring a child through Memorial Assistance Ministries’ 

annual program to help students be prepared at the start of the 2016—2017 

school year. 
 

You may make a donation in any amount to help purchase school clothing 

and supplies for a child in need.  100% of donations will be used to purchase 

clothes and supplies.  Fifty dollars can supply the necessary clothing for an 

elementary or middle school student so that they can meet their school’s 

dress code. 
 

Please help a child start the school year right! 
 

 

We will accept donations in the atrium on Sundays:   

July 17 and July 24, 2016. 
 
 

Call Angie Eckermann for more information at (281) 497-3022.   
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 
  

MAY 2016                           
 

 

 

 

English Sunday services:    98 
  

Spanish Sunday services:  111 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Roselain Larson 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

MAY 2016 
    

  Receipts      $ 37,586.55        

                  Expenses       36,506.34 

                  Balance       $  1,080.21 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..  $ 161,852.55          

Expenditures year to date  …….     191,507.24 

Balance                                    < $ 29,654.69 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper    

Betty Firth 

Regina Hernández 

Chester Sledge 

Ursula Thurley 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Julie Kilkenny     Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


